[image: image1.wmf]                Welcome to beginning band!
[image: image2.png]



                                       All students in 5th & 6th grade are eligible to participate in band.  No  previous experience is necessary.   Parents will need to provide

  an instrument and necessary supplies. The band instruction book will be handed out in class.  Beginning Band Fee is $20.00 which includes books, music, festival and workshop registration fees including bus driver gas & fees.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
WHEN DOES BAND START? - Band will begin the Monday, August 20, 2007. Band class will be Monday through Thursday from 8:30am to 9:00am.  In the first two weeks students will be split into smaller groups according to instrument.  Students do not miss core academic instruction during band time. 
INSTRUMENTATION - The beginning band instruments are: flute, clarinet, bass clarinet, alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, trumpet, french horn, trombone and baritone.       It is extremely important that we achieve a proper balance of instrumentation, so please have a minimum of 2 choices of instruments.   Remember that all instruments provide the opportunity for musical experience, growth and fun!  No percussion is offered for beginning band.

GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS - Band is a full year course. A positive attitude and a commitment to the entire year of band is necessary. Students need to work to be the best musicians possible. Attendance with instrument and book is required at all band classes in order to succeed. Band concerts are the outgrowth of our class studies and are required of all students. Being a successful musician is the result of steady practice and a willingness to do your best at all times.
PRACTICING - This is band homework. Students must practice at home in order to reinforce and develop the skills they learn in class. (Imagine how well a sports team would do without regular practice!) A new assignment is given every class. For best results set a practice time of 10 - 15 minutes each day in an area away from distractions with a good chair, lighting, and a music stand. Parents, remember that you are part of your child's success in music through your encouragement and monitoring of their practice time. A great learning tool is to ask them to play for you what they learned in class that day.  Have them teach you, in their own words, of course!

EVALUATION - Daily class participation, positive attitude, practice, playing tests, and concerts make up our evaluations of each band student. A grade is given at the end of each semester.  One crucial area for each student is learning to be responsible for their instrument and music.  Even if they forget their instrument, they must come to class, otherwise they are marked with an unexcused absence.  Many times I have extra instruments to use, although this will be an exception.  Every student gets one free pass per semester and usually it happens only once.  
